


Executive Summary

Introduction

The Southeast lowa Regional Planning Commission (SEIRPC), the Area 15 Regional Planning
Commission (Area 15), the Central lowa Regional Transportation Planning Alliance (CIRTPA),
and the Des Moines Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (DMAMPO) undertook the
Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor Study as a response to the Upper Midwest Freight
Corridor Study! (UMFCS). The four planning agencies noted that the UMFCS did not include
the U.S. 34, U.S. 63 and lowa 163 highway corridor (the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor),
stretching from Galesburg, lllinois, northwestward to Pleasant Hill, lowa. The lowa
Department of Transportation (DOT) currently is improving the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight
Corridor to a divided four-lane highway facility from Burlington (Des Moines County) to
Pleasant Hill (Polk County), lowa. Once completed, the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor
could be poised to experience increased freight traffic due to the corridor’s linkage of
Interstate 74 (Galesburg (Knox County), lllinois) and Interstates 35 and 80 (Des Moines
(Polk County), lowa, metropolitan area). The Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor would
provide a viable alternative to the Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor, particularly for
freight shipments between the Midwestern and the Southeastern sections of the United
States.

The Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor Study seeks to educate the corridor’s decision
makers and non-decision-makers on information about the corridor’s freight-carrying and
economic development potential. The study contains data analyses relating to economic
and demographic trends, highway safety, highway traffic, freight traffic, intermodal facilities,
intermodal “hot-spots”, and a comparison of the Interstates 74 and 80 Corridor with the
Trans-lowa/lllinois Corridor.

During the development of this plan, the SEIRPC, the Area 15, the CIRTPA, and the DMAMPO
staffs collaborated with the lowa DOT providing financial support. This partnership and this
collaboration resulted in greater amount of public participation than if each of these
organizations had studied the Trans-lowa/lllinois Corridor individually and independently.

Study Summary Findings

/£ The use of the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor (U.S. 34, U.S. 63 and lowa 163) as a
feasible freight alternative to Interstates 74 and 80

A The Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor carries far more traffic,
and particularly truck traffic, than does Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight
Corridor;

A Both corridors have comparable travel times and roadway lengths. The
travel distances between Pleasant Hill and Galesburg are the same on
both routes (210 miles), while the travel time on Interstates 74 and 80
Corridor would be 23 minutes less than on Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight
Corridor with current alignments;
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Il. Existing Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor
Conditions

The Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor Study inventoried the following five KEY AREAS for
each of the four defined corridor sub-areas:

KEY AREAS

A Socioeconomic Data
A Analysis of population and employment trends.

A Traffic Conditions
A Current traffic conditions along the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor, such as
Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT), Truck AADT, Operating Capacity, and Safety
Statistics.

A Connectivity
A Connections from the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor to other major
transportation routes and other modes of transportation, such as rail, water,

and air.

A Freight Transportation
A Key freight trends to and from particular regions across the United States;
A Major freight generator locations.

A Land Use and Access Management
A Existing land use characteristics along the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor;
and,
A Access management issues.

The information collected for each corridor sub-area for each KEY AREA provides
background on current corridor conditions. Analyzing current corridor conditions allowed the
Study Team to assess the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor’s feasibility as an alternative to
the Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor and to help identify future corridor
improvements needed.

As mentioned earlier in the study, the Study Team separated the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight
Corridor into sub-areas to for a more in-depth analysis. The Study Team has summarized
the collected sub-area data by sub-areas’ key trends for those selected criteria. The study’s
Technical Report A contains detailed information on the key area data for each sub-area.



A. Sub-Area 1. Polk, Jasper, and Marion Counties, lowa

Sub-Area 1 consists of three counties at the west end of the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight
Corridor study area. Sub-Area 1’s major cities include Des Moines (Polk County), Pleasant
Hill (Polk County), Newton (Jasper County, Knoxville (Marion County), and Pella (Marion
County), lowa.

SUB-AREA 1 KEY TRENDS

/A SOCIOECONOMIC DATA:
A Population growth of 27% expected through 2030;
A Employment growth of 42% expected through 2030; and,
A Majority of the growth anticipated for Polk County.

/E TRAFFIC CONDITIONS:
A Trucks account for 11% of total traffic;
A Highway operating at 29% capacity; and,
A Growth in traffic may create access management problems.

/£ CONNECTIVITY: (REFER TO FIGURE 2.1)
A Corridor connects to two Interstates, Interstate 80 and Interstate 74, as well as
to four-lane U.S. 65 corridor;
A Corridor is proximate to the Des Moines International Airport (Polk County); and,
A Corridor is proximate to three major rail lines (Union Pacific, Burlington Northern
Santa Fe, and lowa Interstate).

/A FREIGHT TRANSPORTATION: (REFER TO FIGURE 2.2 TO SEE FREIGHT GENERATORS)

A In 2000, freight transportation in Sub-Area 1 moved about 62 million tons of
freight by truck, valued an estimated $56 billion;

A In 2001, 52% of the weight of truck freight originating in Sub-Area 1 terminated
in lowa and 35% terminating in neighboring states;

A In 2001, 71% of the weight of truck freight terminating in Sub-Area 1 originated
in lowa and 17% originated in neighboring states;

A By 2011, the total of all originating truck freight tonnages in Sub-Area 1 is
expected to grow by 23%;

A By 2011, the total of all terminating truck freight tonnages in Sub-Area 1 is
expected to grow by 20%;

A Sub-Area 1's most important truck freight origin and destination state, by value
and by weight of shipments, was lllinois; and,

A Sub-Area 1’s large manufacturing freight generators are located near the Trans-
lowa/Illinois Freight Corridor in east Des Moines (Polk County) and in north Pella
(Marion County).

/A LAND USE AND ACCESS MANAGEMENT:
A All three counties have implemented land use policies and should update these
land use policies to reflect freight corridor preservation; and,
A Access management issues along lowa 163 in Pleasant Hill (Polk County) may
create future traffic bottlenecks.



SUB-AREA 1 KEY TRENDS ANALYSIS

SOoCIOECONOMIC DATA

Polk, Jasper, and Marion Counties are experiencing rapid growth in population and in
employment. The Study Team believes this trend will continue. With the rapid growth in
Sub-Area 1, the Study Team believes that the stakeholders need to work to enhance and to
preserve this corridor for freight movements. Preserving this corridor would allow for
smooth traffic flowing along the freight corridor in the future, as population, employment,
and traffic continues to grow.

TRAFFIC CONDITIONS

Sub-Area 1’s rapid growth will have an effect on traffic conditions, adding additional vehicles
to the roadway, including more freight traffic. Even with this additional traffic, excess
roadway capacity is available to accommodate the new traffic. While capacity is available,
the Study Team recommends working to preserve the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor’s
operational characteristics, using access management, to ensure smooth traffic flow
continues in the future.

CONNECTIVITY

Sub-Area 1 possesses connections that include links to Interstate 80 as well as connections
to other transportation modes, including air and rail. Trucks have access to Interstate 80
from lowa 14 in Monroe (Jasper County), from U.S. 65 and from lowa 117 in Pleasant Hill
(Polk County) providing a good transition from the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor to the
major east-west route of Interstate 80. Within a few miles of the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight
Corridor is the Des Moines international Airport, offering air-to-road air cargo activities. Rail
connections near the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor include the Union Pacific Railroad
mainline and the lowa Interstate Railroad’s regional connection. These connections present
an opportunity for multimodal facilities, which would improve the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight
Corridor’s freight flow efficiency.

FREIGHT TRANSPORTATION

When examining the freight characteristics along the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor in
Sub-Area 1, the Study Team focused on three specific areas. These specific areas include
the amount of freight being moved, where that freight is coming from, and where that freight
is going. Sub-area 1’s statistics indicate that over 60 million tons of freight being shipped by
truck to and from the sub-area. Sixty million tons of freight is a significant amount of freight
and freight tonnages are expected to continue to grow in the future. The critical factor in
this freight movement is where Sub-Area 1 is shipping freight and from where Sub-Area 1 is
receiving freight. Sub-Area 1 generates the majority of the freight leaving the sub-area from
local manufacturing sites, such as Pella Corporation and Vermeer Manufacturing, while
warehousing and retail sites generating a small amount of freight leaving the sub-area. The
majority of Sub-Area 1’s freight moves within lowa and being outbound to Illinois. This data
indicates that the Trans-lowa/Illinois Freight Corridor is valuable in the movement of freight
in and out of Sub-Area 1, carrying about 60 million tons of goods (93 percent of the total
tonnage for all modes) in 2001, that is, worthy about $56 billion (94 percent of the total
value of all shipments). According to Reebie Associates data, Sub-Area 1 highway freight
system is estimated to handle about 75 million tons of cargo (21% of growth).
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LAND USE AND ACCESS MANAGEMENT

With Sub-Area 1’s high amount of growth, the Study Team detects access management
issues along lowa 163 in Pleasant Hill (Polk County). The Study Team recommends
undertaking implementing access management policies in this lowa 163-roadway segment.
Access Management policies should include updated land use policies, to reflect freight
corridor preservation to sustain efficient traffic flows in this Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight
Corridor segment.

SUMMARY

Unregulated growth in Sub-Area 1 could inhibit the future freight movements in to and out
from Sub-Area 1 and, ultimately, could affect freight movements along the entire Trans-
lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor. Access management and land use policies should be a priority
along this Sub-Area 1 corridor segment as Sub-Area 1 continues to grow, ensuring smooth
future traffic flows in the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor. In addition, intermodal
air/road and rail/road connections should be explored in Sub-Area 1, promoting
connections to the Des Moines International Airport (Polk County), to the Union Pacific
Railroad, and to the lowa Interstate Railroad.
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lll. Corridor Comparison: Interstate 74 and Interstate
80 Corridor to Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor

A. Key Trends

/E TRAFFIC CONDITIONS:

A The Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor has the potential for more
congestion in the future than does the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor (U.S.
34, U.S. 63 and lowa 163);

A The Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor is projected to handle four times
the traffic that the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor will in 2020;

A The Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor is projected to be near capacity in
2020; and,

A The Study Team projects the Trans-lowa/Illinois Freight Corridor to be well below
capacity.

/E SAFETY:
A The Study Team had no fair way to compare the Interstate 74 and Interstate 80
Corridor with the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor, given each roadway’s
design.

/A TIME TRAVEL:

A Distance on the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor, from Galesburg (Knox
County), Illinois to Pleasant Hill (Polk County), lowa is approximately 15 miles
shorter than on the Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor; and,

A The Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor's and the Trans-lowa/lllinois
Freight Corridor’s travel times currently are fairly comparable, but the Trans-
lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor is expected to have a faster travel time than the
Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor in the future, once the lowa DOT and
the lllinois DOT have completed roadway improvements to the Trans-
lowa/lllinois Corridor.

B. Analysis of Trends

The Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor and the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor
compare favorably in terms of safety, travel distance, and travel time. The Trans-
lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor holds a clear advantage over the Interstate 74 and Interstate
80 Corridor in terms of traffic volumes, projected to carry less traffic than the Intestate 74
and Interstate 80 Corridor.

Traffic projections indicate that the Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor would
experience more congestion in the future if the lowa DOT and the lllinois DOT do not add
capacity to this corridor. The Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor would carry a lesser traffic
volume in the future than the Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor. Having a lesser
future traffic volume thereby gives the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor the opportunity to
offer a better level of service and potentially to offer higher average travel speeds and a
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safer corridor with less potential for crashes. Conversely, the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight
Corridor is not fully access-controlled, creating the potential for intermittent future safety
issues. Both corridors share comparable distance and travel time characteristics, though
the Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor does have a higher posted speed limit. Even
though the Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor has a higher posted speed limit, the
Corridor’s traffic volumes may prevent freight traffic from taking full advantage of those
posted speed limits.

CONCLUSION:

The Study Team believes that the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor, once capacity
expansion is fully completed by the lowa DOT and the Illinois COT, offers the potential to
function as a freight corridor alternative to the Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor, from
Galesburg (Knox County), lllinois, to Pleasant Hill (Polk County), lowa.

C. Traffic Conditions

The Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor currently carries larger traffic volumes, both for
passenger and freight vehicles, than does the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor. The
Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor is fully access controlled, as required by Interstate
Highway System requirements. The Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor is a work in progress,
with large sections of this corridor completed to four-lane divided roadway and the
Galesburg (Knox County), lllinois, to Burlington (Des Moines County), lowa, corridor segment
needing the most attention in terms of a timetable for roadway capacity improvements.

However, the lowa portion of the Trans-lowa/Illinois Freight Corridor will be a completed four-
lane facility by 2008 between Burlington and Pleasant Hill, lowa. The Illinois section of U.S.
34 will be complete between Gulfport and Monmouth is slated to be complete within 10 or
15 years.

The Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor, in the corridor’s current capacity configuration, with
intermittent four-land capacity and subsequent inferior travel time, would not compare well
for truck freight movement when compared to the Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor.
The Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor, in the near future, would compare much more
favorably and would have advantages for freight carriers over to the Interstate 74 and
Interstate 80 Corridor.

Table 3.1 presents current Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) and Truck AADT for the
Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor and for the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor. In
addition, Figure 3.1 presents current Truck AADT levels and projected 2020 Truck AADT
levels for the Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor and for the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight
Corridor.

Table 3.1: Current Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) and Truck AADT

Location AADT Truck AADT | % Truck Traffic
Trans-lowa/Illinois Freight Corridor 8,402 1,188 14.1%
Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor | 28,926 8,784 30.4%

Source: lowa DOT Volume of Traffic on Primary Road System, 2005
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ANALYSIS

As the Table 3.1 shows the Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor currently carries a traffic
volume greater than three times, on average, of the traffic volume the Trans-lowa/Illinois
Freight Corridor carries on average. The Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor carries an
estimated seven times the heavy truck traffic that the Trans-lowa/Illinois Freight Corridor
does on average. The proportion of trucks is about twice as great to the total traffic on The
Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor’s percentage of truck traffic is twice the percentage
carried in the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor’s total traffic.

Not only does the Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor carry more total trucks, the
Corridor carries more trucks in proportion to the Corridor’s total traffic volume.

D. Safety

The Study Team had no opportunity to compare fairly the Interstate 74 and the Interstate 80
Corridor to the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor because of each corridor’s roadway
design. The Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor is fully access controlled. The Trans-
lowa/lllinois Corridor primarily is an at-grade expressway with limited access control found in
the corridor. The Trans-lowa/lllinois Corridor data available currently includes data
regarding the corridor and how the corridor operates through corridor cities such as
Ottumwa (Wapello County), Agency (Wapello County), Batavia (Jefferson County), Fairfield
(Jefferson County), and Mt. Pleasant (Henry County), lowa. The lowa DOT recently completed
four-lane bypasses for Agency (Wapello County), for Batavia (Jefferson County), and for Mt.
Pleasant (Jefferson County). The lowa DOT currently is constructing four-lane bypasses of
Ottumwa (Mahaska County) and Fairfield (Jefferson County), with a scheduled completion of
the two projects in 2008. The Study Team believes that these noted lowa DOT roadway
improvements will have a positive impact on the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor’s safety
statistics.

Though comparison is difficult because of different roadway conditions, data has been
compiled to compare the safety of each corridor. Below is safety data from 2002 along
each corridor.

Table 3.2: Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor Safety Statistics

Trans-lowa/lllinois Interstate 74 and
Freight Corridor Interstate 80 Corridor
Total Crashes 472 889
Semi Crashes 38 181
Crash Rate (HMVMT)* 76.95 40.87
Injuries 225 395
Fatalities 8 16

*HMVMT = crashes per 100 million vehicle miles traveled
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ANALYSIS

Table 3.2 illustrates that the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor safety data indicates the
corridor experiences significantly fewer total crashes and semi-trailer truck-related crashes
than the Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor. However, the Trans-lowa/Illinois Freight
Corridor data indicates that the corridor has a much higher crash rate than does the
Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor. The Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor’'s much
higher crash rate is explained partially by this corridor’'s number of crashes versus a lower
traffic volume compared with the Interstate is difference in crash rate can be attributed to
the higher traffic volumes along the Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor’s crashes to
traffic volume characteristics.

The Study Team notes that crash severity is a good indicator/gauge for a roadway’s safety.
The Intestate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor has a Crash Rate almost one-half of the Trans-
lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor. Yet, the Intestate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor’s injuries and
fatalities scores are nearly twice those for the Trans-lowa/Illinois Freight Corridor. The Study
Team attributes the Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor’s statistics due to higher traffic
volumes, resulting in a greater number of fatalities when those crashes due occur.

The Study Team anticipates that, as the Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor’s traffic
continues to grow over time, the corridor’'s number of crashes and the severity of those
crashes would likely increase. With the lowa DOT’s completion of the lowa section of the
Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor to four-lanes in 2008, and the Illinois DOT completing an
upgrade of the Illinois section of the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor in the near term, the
Study Team anticipates that the number of crashes to decrease significantly in a much
improved Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor.

E. Tested Travel Time

Today, the Study Team recognizes and expects that a driver’s travel time would be faster
from Galesburg (Knox County), lllinois, to Pleasant Hill (Polk County), lowa, if one used the
Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor. The Study Team anticipates increased traffic
volumes for the Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor. The Study Team also anticipates
that the Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor, at some point in time in the near term, will
experience construction delays as the lowa DOT and the lIllinois DOT work to add capacity to
the corridor due to the anticipated traffic volume increases. Heavier traffic volumes and
travel delays for construction work zones would result in the Interstate 74 and Interstate 80
Corridor’s travel time to diminish. When the lowa DOT completes the lowa segment of the
Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor in 2008, the resulting Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor
would exhibit a travel time +/- 5% of the Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor statistics.

In order to compare the two corridors, the Study Team performed travel times and employed
statistical analysis for each of the corridors to determine the travel times today. Table 3.3
presents the travel time data collected for the two corridors. This study’s Technical Report B
contains detailed documentation regarding the Study Team’s travel time data collection and
analysis.
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Table 3.3: Corridor Tested Travel Time

Location Travel Time
Current Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor 3 Hours, 35 Minutes
Future With lowa 4 Lane Complete 3 Hours, 22 Minutes
Future With Entire Corridor 4 Lane 3 Hours, 17 Minutes
Interstate 74 and Interstate 80 Corridor 3 Hours, 12 Minutes

ANALYSIS

The Study Team has determined that the two corridors’ travel times differ by approximately
23 minutes. The Study Team observes that such a 23 minute difference is negligible give
corridors of over 210 miles in length are being compared. The Study Team notes that traffic
congestion and delay, roadway construction, or posted speed can easily influence these
travel times.

The Study Team asks the reader to keep in mind that the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor
is not a fully upgraded corridor today. The Study Team’s analysis (Table 3.3) indicates that
the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor, if fully upgraded, would have a travel time for
traversing the full corridor that falls within approximately 5 minutes of the Interstate 74 and
Interstate 80 Corridor’s travel time. This assumption, again, does not include factors such
as continued congestion and traffic volume growth in the Interstate 74 and Interstate 80
Corridor. Considering these factors, the Study Team thinks that the Trans-lowa/lllinois
Freight Corridor would offer a traveler, particularly a freight operator, travel time and safety
very comparable, or possibly faster and safer, that that of the Interstate 74 and Interstate
80 Corridor.

While this data gives a good picture of the current travel times along each corridor, the
Study Team recommends more evaluation to develop even more precise travel time
information for each of the corridors.
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IV. Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor Development

The Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor (U.S. 34, U.S. 63 and lowa 163) development will
involve the following three KEY AREAS of information:

KEY AREAS

A Corridor Monitoring
A Gather data to evaluate the corridor’s performance;

/£ General Corridor Improvements
A Determine corridor improvements to preserve traffic flow and to promote
economic development; and,

A Coordinated Decision Making
A Develop a regional freight consortium to foster decision-making.

Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor development will involve three main issues: monitoring
corridor performance, improving corridor operations, and coordinated decision-making.

The plan in developing the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor would be to form a consortium
that could make coordinated decisions along the entire Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor.
A corridor consortium could be the voice for corridor issues and could be the source to share
corridor development information. The Study Team is composed of regional planning
organization and metropolitan planning organization staff available for supporting such a
consortium.

A. Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor Monitoring

Monitoring of the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor is necessary to implement the plan.
Monitoring will provide information about the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor in a variety
of ways. Monitoring would involve information gathering and data analysis from multiple
sources. This study’s Technical Report C contains detailed information on Performance
Measures developed for this monitoring task of the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor.

PROCESS FOR MONITORING THE TRANS-IOWA/ILLINOIS FREIGHT CORRIDOR:
/ Collect data on the corridor annually;
/& Analyze data, evaluate trends and/or progress on goals;
/ Present data to corridor stakeholders and/or corridor consortium; and,

/A Work with stakeholders to implement improvements or maintain existing
conditions.
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B. General Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor Improvements

The Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor would need improvements to ensure the corridor’s
sustainability as a freight corridor. These needed improvements would not be limited to
roadway improvements. Improvements also could include land use planning and continued
economic development and marketing of the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor.

The Study Team believes that the most basic improvement and the most imperative need is
to upgrade to four-lanes the entire length of the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor, from
Galesburg (Knox County), lllinois, to Pleasant Hill (Polk County), lowa. The Trans-lowa/lllinois
Freight Corridor, for lowa’s segment, is has a construction completion date of 2008. In
2008, only 25 miles of an lllinois DOT segment of U.S. 34 would remain not upgraded to
four-lanes. Those 25 miles of lllinois’ U.S. 34 segment, between Carman Road in lllinois
(three miles east of Burlington, lowa) and Monmouth, Illinois. Completion of the four lane
corridor will improve safety (with access management provisions), traffic flow and provide a
greater development tool for communities to work with. Following are other general
improvements needed along the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor.

GENERAL IMPROVEMENTS TO TRANS-IOWA/ILLINOIS FREIGHT CORRIDOR

/E Traffic Flow

Key areas to sustain/improve:
A Level of Service (A or B);
A Travel Time; and,
A Travel Time and Level of Service Consistency.

A Safety
Key areas to improve:
A  Total number of crashes;
A Crash rate; and,
A Potential safety hazards.

/& Connectivity
Key areas to improve:
A Connections between modes of transportation; and,
4 Connections between freight generators and modes of transportation.

£ Economic Development (Refer to Technical Report E for Example Marketing Outline)
Key areas to improve and develop:
A Develop marketing plan for the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor; and,
A Utilize the corridor as a development tool.

/& Land Use (Refer to Technical Report F for Sample Land Use Policies)
Key areas to improve and develop:
4 Updated land use plans and zoning/subdivision regulations.
A Development of access management plans

The general improvements above are all important to the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor
so the corridor remains a viable freight route. Specific Improvements identified through
analysis of data and by a survey of trucking companies are listed in Technical Report D.
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C. Coordinated Decision Making

The Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor stakeholders would decide how to implement this
plan. The stakeholders must decide on a strategy for implementing this plan to further use
of and to further development of the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor for freight transport
and economic development.

Coordinated decision-making is the key to implementing this plan. An example of lack of
coordinated decision-making would be a corridor promoting access management in one
corridor segment and restricting access along another corridor segment. Such a strategy
would do the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor no good.

COORDINATED DECISION MAKING MODEL

The Study Team proposed a potential coordinated decision-making model based loosely on
a generic regional planning organization. Such a model would promote a TRANS-
IOWA/ILLINOIS FREIGHT CORRIDOR CONSORTIUM. The stakeholders could form this
consortium in a variety of ways, but ultimately would need to foster a coordinated decision-
making necessary to preserve and to develop the Trans-lowa/lllinois Freight Corridor.

TRANS-IOWA/ILLINOIS FREIGHT CORRIDOR CONSORTIUM MODEL

/A Organization
A The consortium could have one representative from each city, each
county, and one at-large member from each county; and,
A A regional planning organization would staff the consortium’s
meetings.

A Formation
A The formation of the consortium should be by formal governmental
resolution or by a 28E agreement.

A Operation
A The consortium could meet on a quarterly, semi-annual, or annual
basis to update and to implement the plan

/£ Outcomes
A Aforum where coordinated decision making would be fostered; and,
A Ultimately, a freight corridor preserved for current and for future freight
use while encouraging economic development.






