

















Figure 13-7: population by Census Tract
and Business Location
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Figure 13-8: Location of Biodisel / Ethanol Plants
and Grain Elevators
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 14

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

The goal of RPA 15's public participation process is to provide citizens of the five county region with a
means of contributing to the creation, implementation, and assessment of the operations and
productions of Regional Planning Affiliation 15. This process allows city and county governments, as
well as citizens, to voice their needs to the RPA. It also allows the local governments and citizens to
determine priorities for the selection of federally funded transportation projects and to be involved in
the long-range transportation planning process for the region. By having the governments and
citizens involved in the planning and programming phases, the RPA ensures that projects meet the

needs of the region and enhance the quality of life of the citizens who live within it.

All meetings of the RPA technical advisory committee and policy board are open to the public. TAC
meetings are scheduled regularly for the second Thursday of each month, and policy board meetings
for the fourth Thursday, unless there is no business that needs to be conducted. In addition, formal
notification for a public hearing is required in order to inform citizens that draft documents are being
presented to the policy board for review and adoption. Public hearings are advertised in the
newspaper of widest circulation at least four days prior and no more than twenty days prior to the
meeting. This notification informs citizens of the document being finalized, the location to review a
copy, date and time of the hearing, and a contact for providing comment. The public participation
process requires that a public hearing be held prior to the finalization and adoption of the Long-range
Transportation Plan (LRTP), Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), Transportation Work
Program (TPWP), as well as other plans that may be implemented by the RPA. A public hearing is

also required for amendment of the LRTP, TIP, or TPWP during its implementation phase.

In addition to holding open TAC and policy board meetings, and public hearings for review and
adoption of planning documents, the RPA also provides information to the public on the status of the
planning process as well as specific projects within the RPA. This is accomplished through direct
mailings, newsletters, press releases, and the website. A direct mailing is the primary approach used
to inform local governments, service providers, and private businesses of application or comment
periods, and meetings. Public notices and press releases in the newspaper are used to inform
citizens of this as well as provide information on the completion or adoption of specific work elements.
Newsletters are sent to each of the member cities and counties of the RPA reminding them of
upcoming deadlines and highlighting important events within the RPA’s work program. All of these
forms of publicity may direct interested parties to the website where application forms are available for

use and planning documents for review.
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ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 15

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE

Since 1964 it has been the policy of the federal government to ensure that federally funding programs
or activities discriminate against no one. Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act states that “each Federal
agency is required to ensure that no person is excluded from participation in, denied the benefit of, or
subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance on the
basis of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability, or religion”. In addition, the Civil Rights
Restoration Act of 1987 required that recipients of federal aid, sub-recipients, and contractors also
needed to comply with Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act. And in 1994, Executive Order 12898 was
signed by the President. This order requires federal agencies, and those who work with federal
agencies or receive funds from them to identify projects that have an adverse effect on minority or low-
income populations. Furthermore, to the extent possible, these adverse affects need to be avoided or
minimized.

In compliance with these regulations and the NEPA process, all transportation projects receiving
federal aid will be reviewed to determine if the project will have an adverse impact on minority or low-
income populations. Projects must identify any adverse effects they will have on minority or low-
income populations. In the event that there are adverse impacts on either of these groups, projects

must also identify mitigation actions being taken to minimize these impacts.
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